
 
 Northwest Whitfield High School 

1651 Tunnel Hill-Varnell Road, N. W. 
Tunnel Hill, Georgia 30755 

Phone: 706-516-2200 
Fax: 706-673-7098 

March 2nd, 2018 
 
Parents and/or Guardians, 
 
This has been a very stressful week at Northwest High School as you well know.  The aftermath 
of the shootings in Florida, along with the false rumors and fallacious threats that seem to 
continually pop up on social media, plus the horrific incident that occured at Dalton High School 
on Wednesday has created a very stressful environment in which to teach and to learn.  In this 
letter, I want to summarize the week for you and let you know what steps we are taking to keep 
your children safe and secure at Northwest: 
 

● On Monday, rumors about a shooting at most area high schools were showing up on 
social media.  We investigated the threat and it was found to have originated in Ohio but 
was altered to threaten the schools in our area.  This prompted a call home from me, 
and we added an additional deputy to our campus for Tuesday. 

● Tuesday was a normal day in most respects with no additional threats to our school. 
● On Wednesday, the incident at Dalton High began circulating through the school a little 

after noon.  At around 12:30 it was brought to our attention that a threat had been written 
in the girl’s restroom.  We immediately began our investigation of this threat.  Knowing 
the facts we knew regarding the incident at DHS (which the threat referenced) we 
evaluated that the threat was not consistent with those facts.  Even so, we called the 
Sheriff’s office and three detectives were immediately sent to Northwest to investigate 
who had written the threat.  Unfortunately, the threat had made its way onto social media 
and caused a great deal of stress in our community.  

● On Thursday, we again had an additional deputy on campus and the detectives 
continued their work on investigating who had written the false threat.  No other issues 
arose. 

● Friday - I spoke to the students on the importance of keeping rumors off of social media 
and not to repost unfounded speculation.  They should report any threat to an adult in 
the building or to law enforcement.  Also, to those whom we find who initiate threats to 
our students or our school, we will ask for expulsion from Whitfield County Schools and 
we will prosecute to the fullest extent of the law. 

 
I have two daughters who go to Northwest and I can assure you that I treat each and every 
student just like they are one of them.  As a parent, I too have had hard conversations with my 
children about things that are out of our control and how to deal with them. I wish there was a 
quick fix for this, but there is not.  We will continue to work with our district safety and security 
division in conjunction with law enforcement to improve the safety of our children while at 
school.  Hopefully the light is right around the corner. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Britt Adams 
Principal 


